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(57) ABSTRACT

A compression pump for an engine is provided. The pump
may include a first pump impeller operatively coupled to a
main shaft of the engine, a first inlet configured to at least
partially receive bypass airflow, and a first outlet configured
to direct compressed air to a thermal management system.
The first pump impeller may be rotatably fixed about a
common axis of the compression pump. Additionally the
compression pump may extend radially to one exterior side
of the engine. Furthermore the compression pump can be
coupled to the main shaft of the engine by an engine
towershaft. A first intake manifold may be coupled to a first
inlet of the compression pump and a first discharge manifold
may be couple to a first outlet of the compression pump
which may have one or more heat exchangers.
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1
COMBINED PUMP SYSTEM FOR ENGINE
TMS AOC REDUCTION AND ECS LOSS
ELIMINATION

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure generally relates to compression
pump assemblies, and more particularly, to a combined
pump system for turbine engines.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Turbine engines for aircrafts are generally equipped with
a means for regulating engine temperatures, such as a
thermal management system (TMS), as well as a means for
providing adequate ventilation to passengers of the aircraft,
such as an environmental control system (ECS). As shown
in the prior art embodiments of an engine 10 in FIGS. 1-3,
the TMS 12 and the ECS 14 are positioned about a core
engine 16 and in line with the exit stream of an associated
fan section 18. The TMS 12 includes air-oil coolers (AOCs)
that are configured to receive bypass airflow from the fan
section 18 and direct the air through heat exchangers posi-
tioned within the passages or ducts of the AOCs. Fluid lines
carrying oils and other engine fluids are routed through the
heat exchangers such that as air passes through the heat
exchangers and over the fluid lines, any excess heat within
the fluids is dissipated into the airflow. The effectiveness of
the heat exchangers is based on the surface area or the
overall size of the heat exchangers, as well as the pressure
differential across the heat exchangers. More recent engine
fan designs tend to decrease this pressure differential, thus
requiring an increase in the size of heat exchangers to
compensate for the loss of cooling effectiveness. Aside from
increasing the overall cost and weight of the engine, pro-
viding larger heat exchangers introduces other difficulties
associated with the production, installation and maintenance
of the larger heat exchangers.

A typical ECS 14 employs compressed air that is selec-
tively obtained from a set of four bleed ports 20, two
positioned at a forward portion of the high pressure com-
pressor 22 of the engine 10 and two positioned at an aft
portion of the high pressure compressor 22. Based on the
mode of operation of the engine 10 and the requirements of
the ECS 14, the appropriate combination of bleed ports 20
may be activated to source adequate air to a cabin of the
associated aircraft via an arrangement of valves and ducts.
The quantity of air sourced by the bleed ports 22, however,
is generally discrete and unable to more integrally adapt to
all of the conditions of the engine 10 as well as the needs of
the ECS 14. More specifically, as each bleed port 22 is either
completely on or completely off, the ECS 14 is unable to
gradually adjust the amount of air that is sourced to accom-
modate for intermediary operating conditions. Furthermore,
bleeding air to the ECS 14 may result in discrete drops in
pressure within the high pressure compressor 22, which may
further result in engine surges and inconsistent performance.
Such limitations ultimately translate into substantial ineffi-
ciencies or losses of the ECS 14 as well as the overall
performance of the engine 10.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

In accordance with one aspect of the disclosure, a com-
pression pump for an engine is provided. The pump may
include a first impeller operatively coupled to a main shaft
of the engine, a first inlet configured to at least partially
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2

receive bypass airflow, and a first outlet configured to direct
compressed air to a thermal management system.

In a refinement, the pump may further comprise a second
impeller operatively coupled to the main shaft, a second inlet
configured to at least partially receive bypass airflow, and a
second outlet configured to direct compressed air to an
environmental control system.

In a related refinement, the first and second impellers may
be configured to compress air at different compression rates.

In another refinement, the impeller may be coupled to the
main shaft by an engine towershaft.

In a related refinement, the engine towershaft may be
coupled to at least one of a low pressure spool and a high
pressure spool.

In another refinement, the pump may further comprise an
intake manifold that is coupled to the first inlet and config-
ured to at least partially receive bypass airflow exiting a fan
section.

In yet another refinement, the thermal management sys-
tem may include one or more heat exchangers configured to
maintain engine fluid temperatures.

In a related refinement, the heat exchangers may be at
least partially configured in series.

In accordance with another aspect of the disclosure, a
pump system for an engine is provided. The pump system
may include a pump operatively coupled to a main shaft of
the engine by an engine towershaft, an intake manifold
coupled to a first inlet of the pump, and a first discharge
manifold coupled to a first outlet of the pump and having one
or more heat exchangers.

In a refinement, the pump may include a radial impeller
that is rotated by the engine towershaft. The pump may be
configured to compress bypass airflow received through the
intake manifold and output compressed air through at least
the first discharge manifold. The first discharge manifold
may be configured to direct compressed air to a thermal
management system.

In another refinement, the pump may further include a
second discharge manifold that is coupled to a second outlet
of the pump and configured to direct compressed air to an
environmental control system.

In another refinement, the engine towershaft may be
driven by at least one of a low pressure spool and a high
pressure spool.

In another refinement, the intake manifold may be con-
figured to intake bypass airflow exiting a fan section.

In yet another refinement, the heat exchangers may be at
least partially configured in series.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the disclosure, a
pump system for a turbine engine having a main shaft
disposed within a core engine is provided. The pump system
may include a first impeller, a second impeller, a first
discharge manifold and a second discharge manifold. The
first impeller may be disposed within a first chamber and
operatively coupled to the main shaft. The first chamber may
include a first inlet and a first outlet. The second impeller
may be disposed within a second chamber and operatively
coupled to the main shaft. The second chamber may include
a second inlet and a second outlet. The first discharge
manifold may be coupled to the first outlet and configured to
direct compressed air to a thermal management system. The
second discharge manifold may be coupled to the second
outlet and configured to direct compressed air to an envi-
ronmental control system.
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In a refinement, the pump system may further include an
intake manifold that is coupled to the first and second inlets
and configured to at least partially receive bypass airflow
exiting a fan section.

In another refinement, the pump system may further
include an engine towershaft configured to couple the first
and second impellers to the main shaft.

In another refinement, the first and second impellers may
be driven by at least one of a low pressure spool and a high
pressure spool.

In another refinement, the first and second impellers may
be configured to compress air at different compression rates.

In yet another refinement, the first discharge manifold
may be configured to direct compressed air to one or more
heat exchangers configured to maintain engine fluid tem-
peratures.

These and other aspects of this disclosure will become
more readily apparent upon reading the following detailed
description when taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partial perspective view of a prior art turbine
engine;

FIG. 2 is a partial side view of a prior art turbine engine;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a prior art core engine;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of one exemplary pump
system constructed in accordance with the teachings of the
disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a partial side view of another exemplary pump
system as fitted on a turbine engine;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the pump assembly of
FIG. 5 taken along line 6-6'; and

FIG. 7 is another cross-sectional view of the pump system
of FIGS. 5 and 6.

While the present disclosure is susceptible to various
modifications and alternative constructions, certain illustra-
tive embodiments thereof have been shown in the drawings
and will be described below in detail. It should be under-
stood, however, that there is no intention to be limited to the
specific forms disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is
to cover all modifications, alternative constructions, and
equivalents falling with the spirit and scope of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to FIG. 4, one exemplary embodiment of
a gas turbine engine 100 having a combined pump system
102 is provided. It is to be understood that the engine 100
shown is for illustrative purposes only and to present back-
ground for some of the various components of a general
turbine engine. Other components of a turbine engine unnec-
essary for an understanding of the present disclosure are not
described.

As shown in the cross-sectional view of FIG. 4, the engine
100 may generally include a core engine 104 and a fan
section 106. The core engine 104 may house a main shaft
108, for example, including a low pressure spool 110 and a
high pressure spool 112, which rotates about a center axis
114 of the engine 100. The low pressure spool 110 may be
configured to directly or indirectly operate and rotate the fan
section 106, and further, may include a low pressure com-
pressor 116 that is rotatably coupled to a low pressure
turbine 118. The high pressure spool 112 may include a high
pressure compressor 120 that is rotatably coupled to a high
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pressure turbine 122. A combustor 124 may be disposed
between the high pressure compressor 120 and the high
pressure turbine 122. During operation, airflow may enter
the fan section 106 where the airflow may be split into a
bypass airflow, which bypasses the core engine 104, and a
core airflow, which enters the core engine 104 to power the
low pressure compressor 116 and the high pressure com-
pressor 120. The core airflow that is compressed by the low
pressure compressor 116 and the high pressure compressor
120 may be mixed with fuel in the combustor 124 where the
mixture may further be ignited and burned to generate high
pressure combustor products. Expansion of the combustor
products within the low and high pressure turbines 118, 122
may in turn drive or cause the respective low and high
pressure compressors 116, 120 to rotate.

As further illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6, the pump system
102 may include an intake manifold 126 that is designed to
receive bypass airflow immediately exiting the fan section
106 and direct the airflow to a compression pump 128. The
pump 128 may be configured to compress the air received
and send the compressed air to one or more of a thermal
management system (TMS) 130 and an environmental con-
trol system (ECS) 132. The TMS 130 may employ the
compressed air to cool or reduce the temperature of engine
fluids, such as oils, fuels, and the like. The ECS 132 may
route the compressed air toward a cabin ventilation system
of, for example, the associated aircraft, or the like. As
shown, the pump system 102 may be positioned proximate
the forward section, for example, toward the fan section 106
of'the engine 100 so as to provide the pump system 102 with
relatively cooler operating conditions. The pump system 102
may also be arranged to radially extend to one exterior side
of the core engine 104 so as to reduce the space that is
occupied by the pump system 102 and shared with other
components that may be distributed about the core engine
104, such as a combustion control system 134, and the like.

Turning to the embodiment of FIG. 7, the pump 128 may
be provided with a dual impeller configuration, for example,
including a first radial impeller 136 as well as a second radial
impeller 138. As shown, the first and second radial impellers
136, 138 may be opposedly oriented and rotatably fixed
about a common axis of the pump 128. Moreover, the first
and second impellers 136, 138 may be respectively housed
and independently sealed within first and second radial
chambers 140, 142. Each of the first and second chambers
140, 142 may include an inlet 144, 146 and an outlet 148,
150. As shown in the embodiment of FIG. 7, for example,
the inlets 144, 146 of the first and second chambers 140, 142
may be commonly coupled to the intake manifold 126
provided. Additionally, each outlet 148, 150 of the pump 128
may be coupled to a discharge manifold 152, 154 individu-
ally associated therewith. For example, the first outlet 148 of
the first chamber 140 may be coupled to a first discharge
manifold 152, which may be configured to route compressed
air to, for example, the TMS 130, or the like. The second
outlet 150 of the second chamber 142 may be coupled to a
second discharge manifold 154 which may be configured to
route compressed air to, for example, the ECS 132, or the
like. The first and second impellers 136, 138 may further be
sized and/or configured to compress air at different com-
pression rates. In alternative embodiments, the pump system
102 may provide two individual intake manifolds, each
individually leading to the inlet 144, 146 of the radial
chamber 140, 142 associated therewith. In other alternatives,
the outlets 148, 150 of the pump system 102 may be joined
into a single discharge manifold, which may direct com-
pressed air to, for example, one or more of the TMS 130 and
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the ECS 132. In still further alternative modifications, the
pump 128 may employ a single impeller configuration
housed within a single chamber adapted to source com-
pressed air to, for example, one or more of the TMS 130 and
the ECS 132.

Still referring to FIG. 7, the pump system 102 may
essentially be operated by the main shaft 108 of the engine
100 through a geared connection such as the engine tower-
shaft 156 shown. More specifically, the towershaft 156 may
be coupled to the main shaft 108 through a gear assembly
158 such that rotation of the main shaft 108 causes rotation
of the towershaft 156. Furthermore, rotation of the tower-
shaft 156 may cause rotation of the impellers 136, 138 of the
pump 128 fixed thereto so as to compress air within the
respective chambers 140, 142 and direct the compressed air
to the TMS 130, the ECS 132, or the like. In further
modifications, the towershaft 156 may optionally be coupled
to either the low pressure spool 110 or the high pressure
spool 112 of the core engine 104 to achieve different results.
For example, driving the pump 128 via the low pressure
spool 110 may improve the efficiency of the high pressure
compressor 120 while reducing exhaust gas temperatures
(EGT). Driving the pump 128 via the high pressure spool
112, for example, may produce more favorable drive speeds
and reduce engine excursions.

During operation of the pump system 102 of FIG. 7,
bypass air that is compressed within the first chamber 140
may be directed through the first discharge manifold 152 and
toward the TMS 130 disposed therein. The TMS 130 may
include one or more heat exchangers 160 that are configured
with air-oil coolers (AOCs) to reduce or maintain the
temperature of oils and other vital engine fluids. More
specifically, fluid lines carrying oils and other engine fluids
of'the AOCs may be routed through the heat exchangers 160
such that as compressed air passes through the heat exchang-
ers 160 and over the fluid lines, any excess heat within the
fluids is dissipated into the airflow. Accordingly, the heat
exchangers 160 may be positioned across the path of the
compressed air traveling through the discharge manifold 152
and arranged at least partially in series with one another
within the discharge manifold 152 as shown.

Additionally, during operation of the pump system 102 of
FIG. 7, bypass air that is compressed within the second
chamber 142 may be directed through the second discharge
manifold 154 which may further lead to the ECS 132 of an
associated aircraft, or the like. Aside from supplying air to
the passenger cabin, the ECS 132 may also serve to provide
appropriate thermal control as well as cabin pressurization.
Moreover, the ECS 132 may route air that is compressed by
the pump 128, for example, through the pylon of the
associated aircraft and toward a pre-cooler or a cabin ven-
tilation system where the air is appropriately filtered, pro-
cessed, distributed, and the like. In order to maintain con-
sistent airflow and pressure between the pump system 102
and the cabin, the ECS 132 may include a set of check valves
162, or the like, across the second discharge manifold 154 so
as to prevent backflow.

The combined pump system disclosed herein may be used
with a wide range of turbine engines typically used for the
propulsion of vehicles, such as aircrafts, and the like. By
employing the pump system to increase the pressure differ-
ential within the discharge manifold and across the heat
exchangers of a TMS, the required size of the heat exchang-
ers may be reduced while maintaining adequate and efficient
engine cooling. Also, as the air sourced to the ECS is
controlled through the towershaft and the main shaft of the
engine rather than through bleed ports, ventilation of the
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cabin may be more consistently maintained under most
engine operating conditions. Furthermore, by sourcing com-
pressed air from bypass airflow rather than from the high
pressure compressor of the core engine, surges and other
operational inconsistencies may be reduced.

While only certain embodiments have been set forth,
alternatives and modifications will be apparent from the
above description to those skilled in the art. These and other
alternatives are considered equivalents and within the spirit
and scope of this disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A compression pump for an engine, comprising:

a first radial pump impeller operatively coupled to a main
shaft of the engine, the first radial pump impeller
rotatably fixed about a common axis of the compres-
sion pump, the common axis of the compression pump
nonparallel to a center axis of the engine;

a first inlet configured to at least partially receive bypass
airflow; a first outlet configured to direct compressed
air to a thermal management system;

wherein the first radial pump impeller is coupled to the
main shaft by an engine towershaft and wherein the
engine towershaft rotatable about a longitudinal axis;
and

wherein the compression pump is located within an
engine core nacelle of the engine.

2. The compression pump of claim 1 further comprising

a second pump impeller operatively coupled to the main
shaft, a second inlet configured to at least partially receive
bypass airflow, and a second outlet configured to direct
compressed air to an environmental control system.

3. The compression pump of claim 2, wherein the first
pump impeller and the second pump impellers are config-
ured to compress air at different compression rates.

4. The compression pump of claim 1, wherein the first
pump impeller is coupled to the main shaft by an engine
towershaft.

5. The compression pump of claim 4, wherein the engine
towershaft is coupled to at least one of a low pressure spool
and a high pressure spool.

6. The compression pump of claim 1 further comprising
an intake manifold that is coupled to the first inlet and
configured to at least partially receive bypass airflow exiting
a fan section.

7. The compression pump of claim 1, wherein the thermal
management system includes one or more heat exchangers
configured to maintain engine fluid temperatures.

8. The compression pump of claim 7, wherein the heat
exchangers are at least partially configured in series.

9. A pump system for an engine, comprising:

a pump operatively coupled to a main shaft of the engine
by an engine towershaft, the engine towershaft is
rotatable about a longitudinal axis and radially extend-
ing to one exterior side of the engine;

a radial pump impeller rotatably fixed about the engine
towershaft;

an intake manifold coupled to a first inlet of the pump; and
a first discharge manifold coupled to a first outlet of the
pump and having one or more heat exchangers;

wherein an axis of rotation of the radial pump impeller is
nonparallel to a central axis of the engine and

wherein the pump being configured to compress bypass
airflow received through the intake manifold and output
compressed air through at least the first discharge
manifold.

10. The pump system of claim 9, wherein the pump

includes one or more radial pump impellers that are rotated
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by the engine towershaft, the pump being configured to
compress bypass airflow received through the intake mani-
fold and output compressed air through at least the first
discharge manifold, the first discharge manifold being con-
figured to direct compressed air to a thermal management
system.

11. The pump system of claim 9 further comprising a
second discharge manifold that is coupled to a second outlet
of the pump and configured to direct compressed air to an
environmental control system.

12. The pump system of claim 9, wherein the engine
towershaft is driven by at least one of a low pressure spool
and a high pressure spool.

13. The pump system of claim 9, wherein the intake
manifold is configured to intake bypass airflow exiting a fan
section.

14. The pump system of claim 9, wherein the heat
exchangers are at least partially configured in series.

15. A pump system for a turbine engine having a main
shaft disposed within a core engine, the pump system
comprising:

a first impeller disposed within a first chamber and
operatively coupled to the main shaft, the first chamber
having a first inlet and a first outlet, the first pump
impeller rotatably fixed about a common axis of the
pump system the common axis radially extending to
one exterior side of the engine;

a second pump impeller disposed within a second cham-
ber and operatively coupled to the main shaft, the
second chamber having a second inlet and a second
outlet, the second pump impeller rotatably fixed about
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the common axis of the pump system, the common axis
radially extending to one exterior side of a core engine;

outlet a first discharge manifold coupled to the first outlet
and configured to direct compressed air to a thermal
management system; and a second discharge manifold
coupled to the second outlet and configured to direct
compressed air to an environmental control system;

wherein the common axis of the pump system is nonpar-
allel to the main shatt;

wherein an intake manifold is coupled to the first and

second inlets and configured to at least partially receive
bypass airflow exiting a fan section; and

wherein an engine towershaft is configured to couple the

first and second pump impellers to the main shatft.

16. The pump system of claim 15 further comprising an
intake manifold that is coupled to the first and second inlets
and configured to at least partially receive bypass airflow
exiting a fan section.

17. The pump system of claim 15 further comprising an
engine towershaft configured to couple the first and second
pump impellers to the main shaft.

18. The pump system of claim 15, wherein the first pump
impeller and the second pump impeller are driven by at least
one of a low pressure spool and a high pressure spool.

19. The pump system of claim 15, wherein the first pump
impeller and the second pump impellers are configured to
compress air at different compression rates.

20. The pump system of claim 15, wherein the first
discharge manifold is configured to direct compressed air to
one or more heat exchangers configured to maintain engine
fluid temperatures.



